
TOWN OF TUNBRIDGE 

Tuesday August 26th, 2025 at 6:00pm via Zoom and Town Offices 

Meeting called to order at 6:01pm 

Present: Mike McPhetres, John O’Brien, Gary Mullen, Rodney Hoyt, Mariah Cilley, Peter 
Hayden, Brenda Field, Elizabeth Brown, Brice Blaisdell, Michael Sacca, Bonnie McCrillis, Rudi 
Ruddell, Fred Pond, Holly Civatoni, Brent Lindstrom  

Road Report- Rodney Hoyt ​
Hoyts truck has a leak in the lift cylinder. Osgoods says the piston is not worth fixing. A new 
piston will cost $2012. Hoyt will take it out and bring it down to Osgoods. Spring Road will be 
soaked and graded on Thursday. Crack sealing runs for $8000 a day and we could use them for 
two days. Rodney will have them come in and start at Strafford Road. Chris Bump at VTrans 
said he would install the speed sign posts in the right of way of VT RTE 110. Sand is slowly 
trickling in. The new dump truck was in the yard today to get the plow taken off and it is now 
getting painted and then it will go back to their shop to get a brake issue replaced.   

Cell Tower Update​
Amy Frost emailed Cilley regarding an update. The update was that “there is no update.” She 
briefed us on minutes from the Planning Commission meeting on August 6th. She also provided 
the link for finding out when the Public Comment period is open as well as our case number. 
Michael Sacca asks if the Town or the Planning Commission can look further into what is the 
ideal way to map this out and the coverage map for each area as well. Sacca is worried about 
health effects and property values.  

Trout Pond Grant Discussion- Brice Blaisdell​
The Trout Pond is a 12-acre property with a 7- or 8-acre pond. There are 12 properties on the 
pond owned by Tunbridge and surrounding area people. There is a man-made dam on the pond, 
and the spillway goes into Belknap Brook. The dam is in great shape and is a low-risk dam by 
Vermont ANR. The spillway has sustained erosion damage. This has usually been a stocked 
Trout Pond. Currently they are unable to stock trout due to the spillway. They are looking to do 
emergency stabilization measures. To do this the Trout Club has been working with VT ANR. 
This requires engineering services, and we have Dubois and King work on engineering study. 
Two phases 1: Stabilization and 2: Bathtub drain in the future instead of a traditional spillway. 
The costs are steep, and they are looking at grant funding. Since they are a for-profit corporation, 
they are unable to access most of the grants. If a nonprofit or a municipality sponsor, then they 
can funnel the grant money through us and then can pass along the grant funding. VT 
Community Foundation is potential grant funding, and they have a specific grant form available 
for municipality sponsors. Cilley will get a PDF of the Fiscal Sponsor Agreement for 
Competitive Grant Rounds to look at and will also reach out to Two Rivers regarding their 
position on this. O’Brien asks if there is a ballpark budget for this project. So far, just the 
engineering costs are around $10,000 and not including the fix. O’Brien asks if there was a 
possibility of a quid-pro-quo whether it be a one day fishing day.  



Dog River Horse Ride Event- Karen Blow​
Blow requests to use the Falls Hill Legal Trail. The Selectboard discusses at length with her. 
They are going to contact Trails Committee Chair Jonathan Bicknell to discuss events further 
and get back to her with a decision by Friday 8/29. 

Liquor License Approval​
Cilley presents a liquor license for a wedding on September 6th catered by Vermont Mobile 
Spirits. The Selectboard Approve this license.  

Fair Road Closure Approval​
Cilley presents the Selectboard with the Fair Road Closure ordinances for the four days of the 
fair. Everyone approves and Mullen signs.  

Computer Quote for the Garage​
Cilley presents a quote from RB Tech for a desktop computer for $1,111. Brenda Field suggests 
getting a dust cover as well. McPhetres makes a motion to purchase a computer and 
accoutrements not to exceed $1500. O’Brien seconds. All aye. So moved.  

Other Business: ​
Bonnie McCrillis requests a long arm scanner for $399. McPhetres makes a motion to approve 
the purchase of the long arm scanner. O’Brien seconds. All aye. So moved. Cilley orders it 
immediately! 

Brent Lindstrom came to ask about the culvert and brook work that is happening in Morrisons 
field. Mullen states we do not know much about what is going on, but Cilley will reach out to 
Scott Jenkins.  

Approve Warrants:​
All warrants were signed and approved.  

Approve Minutes: ​
Cilley leaves O’Brien minutes for August 12th and July 22nd.      

McPhetres makes a motion to adjourn. O’Brien seconds. Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.    
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