
Dear Selectboard,
 
I am writing to you about the legal trails in Tunbridge and the potential for damage to the trails
by some trail users.  During recent meetings of the Planning Commission, Chair Laura Ginsburg
has repeatedly asserted that there are at present no legal restrictions on the permitted public uses
of the legal trails in Tunbridge.  I believe that position is wrong as a legal matter and I am
concerned that the chair’s repeated assertion of this mistaken legal position will encourage
destructive uses of the trails.
 
On the legal issue, I asked Jack Candon, an experienced land use lawyer in the Upper Valley, to
look into this matter, and he has provided an opinion letter to me and my wife.  I attach a copy of
his opinion letter to this email.  In brief, he explains that the selectboard has an affirmative legal
duty under the Vermont statutes to adopt a regulation in order to establish authorized public trail
uses.  He further explains that because the Tunbridge selectboard has not adopted any such
regulation there are no authorized public uses for the town’s trails.  Thus, according to Jack’s
analysis, Chair Ginsburg’s position is incorrect.
 
My immediate concern is that Chair Ginsburg’s repeated assertion of this mistaken legal position
will encourage destructive uses of the trails.  To my knowledge, no other official of the town has
staked out this position, or at least done so in this public fashion, meaning that these statements
create a new threat to the trails by endorsing the view that “anything goes,” to use Jack Candon’s
phrase, on the Tunbridge trails.   Today, under Chair Ginsburg’s position, in the middle of mud
season, operators of all manner of wheeled vehicles, including bicycles, motorcycles, jeeps and
ATV’s, could use the trails whenever they want.  The trails on the Dodge Farm are very wet and
muddy, and wheeled vehicles would seriously damage the trails.  Thankfully, I have seen no
evidence of wheeled vehicles using the trails on the Dodge Farm so far this season and hopefully
that will not change.   Nonetheless, I am concerned that some members of the community and
others will attempt to act on Chair Ginsburg’s words.
 
To appreciate the potential magnitude of the threat to the Tunbridge trails, consider the recently
announced proposal to train Ford Bronco drivers at the Suicide Six Ski area on off terrain driving
and then send them off to explore local “real trails.”  
See https://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars
/future-cars/a33026428/2021-ford-bronco-off-roadeo-driving-school/.  Under Chair Ginsburg’s
position, the organizers of a Ford “Bronco Off-Roadeo” based in Woodstock could lead caravans
of Ford Broncos down the legal trails on the Dodge Farm.
 
Pending further developments, my wife Carin Pratt and I intend to continue to permit only
pedestrian uses (and limited horseback riding when the land dries up) on the Dodge farm trails
and to do our best to protect the trails from damage by explaining to users what we understand to
be allowed and not allowed under Vermont law.
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.
 
Best wishes,
John Echeverria
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